
Neands 2—Dan Salmon  
NZ 

At the end of Neands, the teenagers had 
found a safe haven in the Coromandel, but 
there is much yet to be answered. Can this 
virus be beaten? Better yet, can it be  
reversed? Have some of the scientists gone  
somewhere else to continue their research into these  
questions? Charlie is determined to find the answers - 
but it may take leaving New Zealand to do so.  

Anything but fine—Tobias Madden 
LGBT/Romance 

Luca is ready to audition for the Australian 
Ballet School. All it takes to crush his dreams is 
one missed step and a broken foot. Jordan is 
the gorgeous rowing star and school captain of  
Luca's new school. Everyone says he's straight - but 
Luca's not so sure. As their unlikely bond grows  
stronger, Luca starts to wonder- who is he without  
ballet? And is he setting himself up for another  
heartbreak?  

All of us are villains—Christine Herman 
All of us are villains ; 1    
Fantasy 

After the publication of a salacious tell-all 
book, the remote city of Ilvernath is thrust 
into the spotlight. Tourists, protesters, and 
reporters alike flock to its spellshops and historic ruins 
to witness an ancient curse unfold: every generation, 
seven families name a champion among them to  
compete in a tournament to the death. The winner 
awards their family exclusive control over the city's 
high magick supply, the most powerful resource in the 
world. In the past, the villainous Lowes have won  
nearly every tournament, and their champion is  
prepared to continue his family's reign. But this year, 
thanks to the influence of their newfound notoriety, 
each of the champions has a means to win. Or better 
yet--a chance to rewrite their story. But this is a story 
that must be penned in blood.   

Escaping eleven—Jerri Chisholm 
Eleven trilogy ; 1 
SciFi/Dystopia  

In Compound Eleven, the hierarchy of the 
floors is everything. My name is Eve  
Hamilton, and on my floor, we fight. Which 
at least is better than the bottom floor, where they toil 
away in misery. Only the top floor has any ease in this 
harsh world; they rule from their gilded offices.  
Because four generations ago, Earth was rendered  
uninhabitable--the sun too hot, the land too barren. 
Those who remained were forced underground. While 
not a perfect life down here, I've learned to survive as 
a fighter.  

Aurora’s end—Amie Kaufman 
The Aurora Cycle ; 3  
SciFi  

What happens when you ask a bunch of  
losers, discipline cases, and misfits to save 
the galaxy from an ancient evil? The ancient evil wins, 
of course. Wait. . . . Not. So. Fast.  

The gilded cage—Vic James 
The prison healer ; 2 
Fantasy 

Kiva Meridan is a survivor. Not only did she 
survive Zalindov Prison, but also the deadly 
Trial by Ordeal. Now, Kiva's purpose goes 
beyond survival to vengeance. For the past ten years, 
her only goal was to reunite with her family and  
destroy the people responsible for ruining their lives. 
But now that she has escaped Zalindov, her mission 
has become more complicated than ever. As Kiva 
settles into her new life in the capital, she discovers 
she wasn't the only one who suffered while she was in 
Zalindov - her siblings and their beliefs have changed, 
too. Soon it's not just her enemies she's keeping  
secrets from, but her own family as well.   Rise to the sun—Leah Johnson  

Four days. Two girls. One life-changing  
music festival. Toni is grieving the loss of her 
roadie father and needing to figure out 
where her life will go from here-and she's 
desperate to get back to loving music. Olivia 
is a hopeless romantic whose heart has just taken a 
beating (again) and is beginning to feel like she'll  
always be a square peg in a round hole-but the 
Farmerland music festival is a chance to find a place 
where she fits.  



You’ll be the death of me—Karen M. 
McManus 
Mystery/Thriller 

When three old friends re-live an epic ditch 
day, it goes horribly-and deadly-wrong. Ivy, 
Mateo, and Cal used to be close. So, when Cal pulls 
into campus late for class, and runs into Ivy and Mateo, 
it seems like the perfect opportunity to turn a bad day 
around. They'll ditch school and go into the city. Just 
the three of them, like old times. The truth is they have 
nothing in common anymore. At least they don't until 
they run into the fourth student ditching school that 
day. Brian Boney Mahoney is supposed to be accepting 
his newly won office of class president. Which is why 
Ivy follows him into an empty building, only to walk 
into the middle of a murder scene.  

Three scoops—David Hill 
NZ/Short stories 

Three moments in time and three different 
genres: historic —Coming home/ fantasy—I 
wish / futuristic—Strange meeting 

In our own backyard—Anne Kayes 
NZ 

It's March 2020 and Liza, her husband and 
two teenage children are at home in  
Auckland in level-four lockdown due to 
Covid-19. Reflections with her family around 
the dining table inspire Liza to reflect on another  
challenging time in history nearly forty years before 
when the South African Springbok rugby team toured 
New Zealand. Casting her memory back to 1981, Liza 
recalls her life as a fifteen-year-old, including her first 
love, friendships, first-hand experiences of racism, and 
what it means and what it costs to find your voice and 
use it.  

I know you did it—Sue Wallman  
Mystery/Thriller 

On her first day at a new school, Ruby finds a 
note in her locker saying I Know You Did It. 
She's terrified that someone has found out she 
was responsible for the death of a girl called Hannah in 
a playground when they were both toddlers - a secret 
she has been keeping guiltily for ten years. When other 
pupils at the school start suffering serious accidents, 
the finger of blame points at Ruby. She knows she's not 
the perpetrator, but who is? And what link do they 
have to her past...?  

The other sister—Philippa Werry 
NZ 
Tilly Thomas dreams of doing something  
remarkable. Her big sister, Beaty, became the 
town's first telegram girl during the grim 
years of World War One, and now Tilly wants to make 
her mark too. January 1920 heralds the start of a new 
decade, promising fresh opportunities for girls like Tilly. 
But her dreams seem impossible to reach, outweighed 
by all the things that girls can't or aren't supposed to 
do. The war is over, but its shadow still darkens the 
town. Returned servicemen struggle to fit back into 
their old lives. Some have shell shock while others are 
crippled or blinded. Tilly must work out what it means 
to grow up in a world shattered by war and a pandemic, 
in a society where opportunities for women are still 
hard-won. And, like any fourteen year-old, she faces 
uncertainty and confusion about what sort of person 
she wants to be, how to get there, and how to believe 
in herself.  

Seven dirty secrets—Natalie Richards 
Thriller/Mystery 

On her eighteenth birthday, Cleo receives a 
mysterious invitation to a scavenger hunt. 
She's sure her best friend Hope or her brother 
Connor is behind it, but no one confesses. And as Cleo 
and Hope embark on the hunt, the seemingly random 
locations and clues begin to feel familiar. In fact, all of 
the clues seem to be about Cleo's dead boyfriend,  
Declan, who drowned on a group rafting trip exactly a 
year ago. 

Lit: stories from home—Elizabeth Kirkby-McLeod 
NZ / short stories 

A collection of fifteen short  stories.  With 
stories exploring ideas about identity,  
activism awareness, coming-of-age, society, 
and family.  

The burning swift—Joseph Eilliott 
Shadow skye ; 3 
Fantasy 

The epic conclusion to the critically  
acclaimed Shadow Skye series, a rich fantasy 
adventure trilogy set in a mythical Scotland.  



Beyond the end of the world—Amie  
Kaufman 
The other side of the sky ; 2 
Fantasy 

Nimh still holds on to her divinity, if only by 
a thread. In her final confrontation with Inshara, the 
woman determined to take her place and rule Nimh's 
kingdom, both Nimh and her enemy were sent to the 
world above, in the cloudlands. Now North looks to the 
sky, left behind on the surface world. Desperate for a 
chance to join the girl he loves and save his world, 
North will stop at nothing to find a way back to his 
home in the sky-city of Ciel. Before it's too late to save 
anyone.  

Boy in a white room—Karl Olsberg 
Thriller/SciFi 

A boy wakes to find himself locked in a 
white room. He has no memories, no idea 
who he is and no idea how he got here. A 
computer-generated voice named Alice 
responds to his questions - through her, he is able 
to access the internet. He gradually pieces together his 
story - an abduction, a critical injury, snippets of his 
past ... But how can the boy tell what's real and what's 
not? Who is he really?  

Hello strange—Pamela Morrow 
SciFi 

Since the death of their mother, Hunter,  
Millie and Coel have come unstuck. Their 
father is not coping either, even though he's 
the successful head of BIOlogic and is  
developing a humanoid to enhance human lives. He 
brings home Josie, the latest humanoid prototype, 
hoping she might restore the family's happiness. But 
Josie took a blast during an epic electrical storm and 
her system is unstable. Meanwhile, Professor Bishop 
and his enigmatic student Gwin Tang have their own 
ominous plans for Josie.  

Dark and shallow lies—Ginny Mysers Sain 
Fantasy 

When seventeen-year-old Grey makes her 
annual visit to La Cachette, Louisiana - the 
tiny bayou town that proclaims to be the 
Psychic Capital of the World - she knows it will be 
different from past years: her childhood best friend 
Elora went missing several months earlier and no one 
is telling the truth about the night she disappears.  

Tigers—MA Bennett 
STAGS ; 4 
Mystery/Thriller 

Shafeen's father, Prince Aadhish, has had a 
heart attack. Desperately worried, Shafeen 
and Greer travel from STAGS to Rajasthan, 
where Shafeen's mother insists his illness was triggered 
by a decades-old guilty secret. But Shafeen and Greer 
believe the answer lies with the de Warlencourt  
ancestor, Colonel Montgomery: as founder of the 
T.I.G.E.R. shooting club, which pursued Indian peasants 
instead of tigers, it appears that 'Monty' brought the 
Order of the Stag to India, and the hunts may still be 
going on. 

Things to do before the end of the world—Emily Barr 
Thriller 

One minute you're walking in the park, hiding 
from a party. Then you discover that the next 
nine months will probably be your last.  
Everyone's last.  

Fall of the Argosi—Sebastien de Castell 
Spellslinger ; 8 
Fantasy 

New to the ways of the Argosi, the tribe of 
wandering philosophers who seek to defeat 
evil by wit and guile, Ferius Parfax encounters 
a hideous plague - the Red Scream. Highly contagious, 
caught by the hearing of a deadly verse, it turns its  
victims into mindless monsters that destroy all human 
life they come into contact with. With the help of a 
deaf boy she sets out to find the source of the Red 
Scream and overcome it's terrifying power. 

Know your rights and claim them—Amnesty  
International 
Non-fiction 341.48 

Know Your Rights (And Claim Them) gives 
you the knowledge and tools to claim your 
rights. It introduces them and explains why 
they matter in the real world. From gender 
and racial equality, to the rights to free expression, 
health, a clean climate and a sustainable environment, 
they are yours to claim.   



These violent delights—Chloe Gong 
These violent delights ; 1 
Fantasy / Historical 

A retelling of Romeo and Juliet set against 
the immersive backdrop of 1920s Shanghai. 
In glittering Shanghai, a monster awakens. 
A blood feud between two gangs runs the streets red, 
leaving the city in the grip of chaos. At its heart is 
eighteen-year-old Juliette Cai, a former flapper who 
has returned to assume her role as the proud heir of 
the Scarlet Gang - a network of criminals far above the 
law. Their only rivals in power are the White Flowers, 
who have fought the Scarlets for generations. And  
behind every move is their heir, Roma Montagov,  
Juliette's first love and first betrayal.  

Draw me a hero—N. K. Ashworth 
NZ 

Jane Dawson is fourteen years old, lives with 
her mum and older sister, loves drawing and 
wears an old leather flying helmet. Facing 
another dull term at school, Jane loses herself in her 
art. But when a boy, Bailey Summer, moves in three 
doors down, with brooding good looks and a long grey 
trench coat, Jane is drawn out of her introspective 
world.   

If the show fits—Julie Murphy 
Meant to be ; 1 
Romance 

After having just graduated with a degree in 
shoe design, and trying to get her feet on the 
ground, Cindy is working for her stepmother, 
who happens to be the executive producer of America's  
favorite reality show, Before Midnight. When a spot on 
the show needs filling ASAP, Cindy volunteers, hoping it 
might help jump-start her fashion career, or at least 
give her something to do while her peers land jobs in 
the world of high fashion.  

Roxy—Neal Shusterman 
I am no superhero. But I can save you from the 
one who claims to be. I am no wizard. But I 
cast a spell that can bring back the dead. I am, 
if nothing else, your final defense - your last 
hope. Isaac is slowly falling down the dark abyss of  
addiction. Ivy is picking herself up after years of  
partying and self-medicating. And ROXY, the god of 
painkillers, sees it all.  

 
Summer Reading Challenge 

1 December—31 January 
 
 

We challenge you to record 1200 minutes of reading  
between 1 December and 31 January  

(that's less than 20 minutes a day!)  
 

Grab a challenge card from the library or  
register at gorelibraries.beanstack.org 

 
Log/mark off your minutes and you will automatically 
be in the prize draw to win $100 Paper Plus voucher.  

 

Falling into Rarohenga—Steph Matuku 
Fantasy / NZ 

It seems like an ordinary day when Tui and 
Kae, sixteen-year-old twins, get home from 
school - until they find their mother, Maia, 
has disappeared and a swirling vortex has 
opened up in her room. They are sucked into this portal 
and dragged down to Rarohenga, the Maori  
Underworld, a shadowy place of infinite dark levels, 
changing landscapes and untrustworthy characters.   


