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 Top Picks - Picture Books 
 

 Cindergorilla—Garth P. Jones 

                                                    
     Story soup—Abie Longstaff 

 
Bella the brave—Rebel Wilson 

                  

                              Dogs love cars—Leda Schubert 

 

Read this book and never fart again—Tim Miller 

 

              
           Super duper penguin slide—Leonie Lord 

 

Who fed Zed?—Amelia McInerney 

 

                      Marvin makes a friend—Nadia Lim 

  
Out on the Moana—Yvonne Morrison 

 

  
                    Going on a kiwi holiday—Suzy Cato 

 
A duck called Brian—Al Murphy 

You have two ways to sign up this year: 

Come into the library and collect a paper based copy to fill out as you progress 
or 
Sign up via our Beanstack app or online and log your progress electronically 

 

 

 

Summer Reading Challenge 0-4 years 
The challenge this summer is to read 25 books with your child between 1  

December and 31 January. Read with them, log the book titles, earn all the badges 
(online only) and they can collect their book prize at the end.  

 

 

 

Summer Reading Challenge 0-4 years 
The challenge this summer is to read 12 books between 1 December and 31  

January. Read, log the book titles, earn all the badges (online only) and collect your 
book prize at the end.  

https://gorelibraries.beanstack.org/reader365


 

New Non-Fiction  

 
 
Big woolly mammoth by Geoff Gudsell 
Let Big Woolly Mammoth take you back to the time of 
the Ice Age and early humans.  
 
 
 
 
Boats! (and other things that float) by Bryony Davies 
Loads of different groups of boats and other watercraft 
to explore, such as helpful lifeboats, racing dragon boats 
and super submarines. Discover rowing, fishing and  
record-breaking boats from around the world, plus hard-
working ships such as icebreakers and fireboats. 
Explore inside a car ferry, visit the floating market and 
find out how a boat floats.  
 

 
 
New Zealand backyard birds by Ned Barraud 
An engaging guide on the birds that live in our back-
yards. Some might be native birds, such as the tui, 
korimako/bellbird, kereru and piwakawaka/fantail. But 
just as likely they will be common birds brought by the 
early settlers from Europe, such as the thrush, blackbird, 
sparrow and starling. 
 
 
 
 
How was that built? By Roma Agrawal 
From skyscrapers to bridges, meet the extraordinary 
people who helped build some of the world's  
architectural marvels  

 

 

 
 
 

 Are you taking part in the Hell Reading Challenge? 

Read 7 books and get a free 333 kids pizza from Hell Pizza. 

Open to students in Year 1-8. 

Ask for your pizza wheel and more information at the library.  

Star Picture Books  

 

 

The book no one wants to read by Beth Bacon 

A book was sitting lonely on the shelf, waiting to be read. Tired of 
having no one to talk to, it decided to make a promise to potential 
readers: 'You keep turning my pages, and I'll make it fun!'  

 

 

Bumblebee by Rachel Weston 
 
When Bumblebee awakens from her long winter sleep, she cannot 
find any flowers for food. Who will save Bumblebee? A child of 
course. Follow Bumblebee through the seasons of her remarkable 
year to help children understand the synergy between flowers, 
bees and the food we eat.  



 

Top Picks - Younger Fiction 
 

Aziza’s secret fairy door and the ice cat mystery—Lola 
Morayo 

 

         Boing boing—Alexander McCall Smith 

 

 
The hidden cottage—Poppy Green 

               
            
                       Extra weird creatures—Mark Powers 

 
Wandi—Favel Parrett 
 

                   A forever home for Tiger—Linda Chapman 

  
  
Dreadtime stories—Zack Zombie 

 
           

           Booger butt boogie—Adam Wallace 

 

 
They’re bee-hind you—Aaron Blabey 

 

                           Birthday surprise—Rebecca McRitchie 

 
 
    The lion above the door—Onjali Q. Rauf 

    Leo and his best friend Sangeeta are the odd ones out in their 
school. But as Leo's dad is always telling him, it's because 
they're special. Only thing is, if they're so special, how come 
they never see anyone who looks like them in their school 
history books? Then, on a class trip to a nearby cathedral, 
Leo's attention is drawn to a large marble slab high above the 
doors of the hall. Right there, bang in the middle of a list of 
war heroes, Leo finds himself staring at something incredible: 
his own name. Desperate to know who this other Leo was, 

     the two friends embark on a search. And together, they begin 
     to uncover missing stories from the past, ones which they are 
     determined to put back into their rightful place in the pages  
     of history.  

 

 

Escape the rooms—Stephan Mangan 

The last thing Jack expected when he bungee-jumped at the 
fairground was to go plummeting right through the ground 
into the weird, wonderful Rooms. There he must face a  
series of puzzles and traps alongside a mysterious girl called 
Cally, in order for them to find their way home. Throw in a 
murderous polar bear, hundreds of tiny yet ferocious lions, 
some mind-blowing riddles, and get ready for a hilarious,  

                          helter-skelter adventure like no other!  

 

 

The peculiar tale of the tentacle boy—Richard Pickard 

When Marina discovers a boy with a head of tentacles and 
crab claws for hands, she resolves to help him unravel the 
mystery of his past. Marina lives in Merlington, a fish-
obsessed seaside town. Unfortunately, she doesn't care for 
fish; she loves telling stories. Marina finds her best story yet 
when she explores the ruined, haunted pier: a boy called  
William with a head of tentacles and crab claws for hands.  



 

 Top Picks - Fiction 
    The tower at the end of time—Amy Sparkes 

Nine and her friends have broken the curse on their  
marvellous, magical House, and are free to travel the worlds 
once more. There's only one problem: the House is nervous 
about travelling - and gets the hiccups! With every HIC! they 
bounce from one world to the next, and magical mayhem 
erupts in every room. They try a drink of water (turning on all 
the taps) and giving it a fright (landing in a monstrous world), 
but nothing seems to work. 

 

   How I became a dog called Midnight—Ben Miller 

   George and his father live next door to a family who have a 
very soppy dog. One night, George chases an escaped  
Midnight into the garden and they both fall into a fountain, 
magically lit by moonlight. Suddenly, the two have swapped 
places: George is now a dog, and Midnight is a ten year old 
boy! Finding out what it's like to be a dog is completely  
amazing, until George uncovers an evil plan that could  
threaten his home and needs to switch back  again. Can the 
two save the day before the clock strikes twelve again, or will  

    they be stuck in each other's bodies forever?        

 

                           How to train your dad—Gary Paulsen 

Twelve-year-old Carl is fed up with his dad; he may be  
brilliant, but bin-diving for food, scouring through rubbish for 
'salvageable' junk and wearing clothes fully sourced from  
garage sales is getting old. Increasingly worried by what his 
schoolmates will think - and encouraged by his riotous best 
friend - Carl decides to use a puppy-training pamphlet to 
'retrain' his dad's mindset - a crackpot experiment that  

    produces some hilarious results!  

 

    Star Younger Fiction Books  
 

Bad panda—Swapna Haddow 
Are you sick of being utterly adorable? Tired of being cuddled 
and hugged? Fed up of having your head confused for your 
bottom because you just so happen to be SOOOOPER-
DOOOOOPER fluffy? If you answered yes to any of those questions, then 
you're in the right book. Everyone thinks that Lin is the cutest panda in the 
world. So much so that they ship her off to the local zoo, away from her  
beloved brother, to be ogled at by the masses. But Lin HATES being cute, and 
now she will do everything in her power to prove that she's the baddest, 
meanest, most un-cute animal in the zoo. 

    New Christmas Books 

 




