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 Top Picks - Picture Books 
 

 The beastly bunch—Leisa Stewart-Sharpe 

                                                    
      Crash! Bang! Wallop! - Neil Clark 

 
Ella and the useless day—Meg McKinlay 

                  

          The zoo inside me—Ruth Doyle 

 

Milo’s monster—Tom Percival 

 

              
              This is NOT a dinosaur—Barry Timms 

 

The boy who dreamed dragons—Caryl Lewis 

 

                   The thank you letter—Jane Cabrera 

  
 

Busy Betty—Reese Witherspoon 

 

                           The lantern house—Erin Napier 
 
 
Which bum’s mum’s? - Jonny Leighton  

  
Islands: explore the world’s most unique places by Ben  
Lerwill 
551.42 
Take a trip across the globe to explore 18 of the world's most 
intriguing islands and discover their stories. Some islands are 
busy, bustling homes to many people, while others have  
almost no life at all. Some are covered in thick jungle, others 
in freezing ice. Some are millions of years old, and others are 

    brand new.  
 

How to survive anywhere: staying alive in the world’s most 
extreme places by Ben Lerwill 
613.69 
From the dense rainforests of the Amazon to the chill of the 
snowy Arctic, come on an intrepid adventure to the world's 
most extreme places, and find out just what it takes to  
survive there. 

 
Sylvia and the birds: how the bird lady saved birds and how 
you can, too by Johanna Emeney 
598 
Part graphic biography, part practical guide to protecting our 
bird wildlife, this remarkable book for young readers and 
their families is fully committed to detailing the wonders of 
our native birds, the threats they face and how we can help 
them.  
 
Junk modelling by Sara Stanford 
745.5 
These 24 simple craft projects offer the perfect boredom-
busting activity encouraging reuse and recycling with stuff 
you already have around the house. 
 

 
 
Atlas of dogs by Lonely Planet Kids 
636.7 
This fully illustrated guide lets us off the lead to explore all the 
weird and wonderful dog breeds from around the globe.  



 

New Non-Fiction  

 
Explorers: amazing tales of the world’s greatest  
adventurers by Nellie Huang 
910.92 
Explorers documents the trials and hardships of the men and 
women who rewrote our understanding of the world, and 
showed us what humans are capable of.  
 
 
Eyes on flies by Bryan Lessard 
595.77 
Buzzing with hilarious facts and eye-popping photos, EYES ON 
FLIES reveals the hidden lives of flies and all the astonishing 
things they can do.  
 
 
 
The bacteria book by Steve Mould 
579 
In this funny and fact-packed introductory science book, kids 
will discover the bacteria, viruses, and other germs and mi-
crobes that are all around, but too small for us to see.  
  
 
Roll it, slice it, mash it, dice it! By Lisa O’Driscoll 
641.5 
This fun new cookbook offers easy, creative recipes for kid-   
tested foods that will teach cooking (and cleanup!) skills to    
children ages 6 and up.   
 
 
Wild coasts: exploring Aotearoa’s marine reserves by Ned 
Barraud 
333.952 
Wild Coasts explores six of the most spectacular marine  
reserves around our shores. Full of fascinating information 
and wonderful illustrations of the amazing sea life found in 
the marine reserves  

 

 

 
 

Star Picture Books 
 

 
Noodle and the no bones day by Jonathan Graziano 
Noodle is a sweet, silly old pug who enjoys doing all his favourite 
activities with his favourite human, Jonathan. But one day when 
Jonathan goes to take Noodle on his morning walk, he finds Noodle still  
comfortable in bed. When Jonathan lifts Noodle up, Noodle just flops over. It's  
almost like Noodle woke up without any bones! Noodle isn't sick or sad--but he 
also isn't interested in going for walks or sitting outside. Today, all he needs are 
extra snuggles and belly rubs. Jonathan soon learns that not every day can be a 
Bones Day, and sometimes a No Bones Day is exactly what you need to get through 
the week.  
 

 

Stellarphant by James Foley 
Stella wants to be an astronaut. There is only one problem—
Stella is an elephant. Every time she applies to Space 
Command, they come with a new reason she can't join.  
But where there's a will, there's a way and Stella is determined to reach for the 
stars.  

Are you taking part in the Hell Reading Challenge? 

Read 7 books and get a free 333 kids pizza from Hell Pizza. 

Open to students in Year 1-8. 

Ask for your pizza wheel and more information at the library.  



 

Top Picks - Younger Fiction 
 

The underpants of chaos—Sam Copeland 

 

               Puppy luck—Cam Higgins 

 

 
Monster and boy—Hannah Barnaby 

               
            

                         The case of the runaway brain—Nick Sheridan 

 
 
A spoonful of Sadie—Lana Spasevski 
 

                                 What snail knows—Kathryn Apel 

  
  
A seal pup called Pearl—Helen Peters  

 
           
             Deep sea calamity—Lucy Brandt 

 

 

Missing magic—Rebecca Elliott 

  

                          Monster escape—Ari Avatar 

 
   

Fifty-four things wrong with being Gwendolyn Rogers by Caela 
Carter 
No one can figure out what Gwendolyn Rogers's problem is--not 
her mom, or her teachers, or any of the many therapists she's 
seen. But Gwendolyn knows she doesn't have just one thing 
wrong with her: she has fifty-four. At least, according to a  
confidential school report (that she read because she is #16.     

           Sneaky, not to mention #13. Impulsive).  
 
 
            The lost girl king by Catherine Doyle 

Amelia and Liam Bell have been packed off to stay at Gran's 
house in the wilds of Connemara for the summer. Out for a walk 
on the first morning of their holiday, they trace the flight of a 
hawk to a nearby waterfall - only to watch the bird disappear 
through it. Intrigued, the children follow and soon realise 
they've discovered the entrance to Tir na nOg, the legendary 
land of eternal youth. But they've been tricked. Almost  
immediately Liam is captured by a troop of headless horsemen 

            who take him to Finnegas, the ruling sorcerer of Tir na nOg, who 
                        is seeking the bones of a human child for a sinister new spell.  
 

The boy whose wishes came true by Helen Rutter 
10 year old Archie Crumb is having a tough time. Picked-on at 
school, picked last for any team, his dad has a new wife and little 
daughter and not much time for Archie, and his mum is  
struggling. But things start looking up when Archie comes off his 
bike, bumps his head, and literally sees stars: his favourite  
famous football player standing in front of him, granting him  
ten wishes. Archie can't believe his luck.  

 
 

Looking for Emily by Fiona Longmuir 
When twelve-year-old Lily moves to the sleepy seaside town of 
Edge, she's sure that nothing exciting is ever going to happen to 
her again. But when she stumbles upon a secret museum  
hidden in the middle of town, she realises that there might be 
more to her new home than meets the eye.  



 

 Top Picks - Fiction 
The book of wondrous possibilities by Deborah Abela 
Arlo Goodman lives with his Uncle Avery in a run-down flat 
above their bookshop. He has no friends, except for his pet 
mouse, Herbert. But when a girl called Lisette bursts into the 
shop and begs him to hide her from a murderer, Arlo's life 
changes forever. He's swept up into an adventure involving  
kidnappers, car chases and a story in The Book of Wondrous    

          Possibilities, where Arlo and his skymouse battle dragons.  
   
 

Marcus makes a movie by Kevin Hart 
Marcus is NOT happy to be stuck in after-school film class until 
he realizes he can turn the story of the cartoon superhero he's 
been drawing for years into an actual MOVIE! There's just one 
problem: he has no idea what he's doing. So he'll need help, 
from his friends, his teachers, Sierra, the strong-willed classmate 
with creative dreams of her own, even Tyrell, the local bully  
who'd be a perfect movie villain if he weren't too terrifying to  

                      talk to. 
 

Max counts to a millions by Jeremy Williams 
Do you like epic quests of amazing counting? Do you dislike  
global pandemics, being stuck at home, and the number 7? Then 
I have a story for you. It's about how I counted to a million  
during lockdown - with help from Mum and Dad, friends and 
neighbours, and Grandad.   
 

 
Mikki and me and the out-of-tune tree by Marion Roberts 
Eleven-year-old Alberta Bracken is having a terrible summer. 
After a bike-riding accident, caused by the local bully, her arm's 
in a cast so she can't do her most favourite holiday activity:  
boogie boarding at the local beach. So when budding filmmaker 
Mikki Watanabe suggests they start a YouTube channel about 
the secret life of trees - Alberta is ALL IN. And when they  
discover their trees are earmarked for removal by the local  

           council it's suddenly a race against time to save them.  

 

 Star Younger Fiction Books  
 

The ape star by Frida Nilsson 
Jonna lives in an orphanage whose manager is strict and  
obsessed with cleanliness. Like all the other children, Jonna 
has only one dream: to be adopted by a well-dressed mother 
who smells of perfume. But one day, a beat-up car pulls up. The door opens 
and out step two thick hairy legs with muddy boots, followed by a belly as 
round as a barrel, and finally, a head like an overgrown pear. It's a gorilla! 
Surely the orphanage won't let a gorilla adopt a child. But, to Jonna's horror, 
the gorilla chooses her. Eventually Jonna and the gorilla start to get along, 
until a man from the council threatens to send Jonna back to the orphanage.  




